
City of West Allis
Celebrations Committee Meeting

April 7, 2016

MINUTES

Members Present: Alderperson Reinke, Pat Hladilek, Randy Kassa, Jerry Kucharski, John Maydak, Tim 
Meyer, Brenda Schmid and Shelly Strasser

Members Excused: Mayor Dan Devine, Kathleen Dagenhardt, Dianne Eineichner, Mark Ellington, Mary Cay 
Freiberg, Rebecca Grill, Jim Mejchar and Gina Rafenstein

Also Present: Barb Weller, Purchasing Division

Convened 4:00 PM – Chair Reinke called meeting to order

1. March 3, 2016 meeting minutes-motion to approve by Mr. Kucharski, seconded by Mr. Maydak and 
unanimously approved.

2. Memorial Day
Chair Reinke presented the coloring pages that Ms. Eineichner provided for the school kids to color for the 

Veterans.  Ms. Strasser said that she would have them delivered to Chair Reinke by the May 5th meeting.  Chair 
Reinke will pick up the coupon books at the VA to go with the colored pictures.  Ms. Schmid said that she has a 
person that will handle the parade line up this year but will be looking for another person for next year’s parade.

3. 4th of July
The committee discussed the use of the courtyard on July 2 for judging the kid’s wagons and bikes.  City 

Hall will be under construction for the repair of the exterior of the building.  There is also a concern for the use of 
Veterans’ Park because there will be a Public Works project there upgrading the playground area.  Chair Reinke will
speak with the City Engineer to see if these projects will interfere with our July 2 plans.

The committee discussed the grandstand show.  Ms. Weller reported that Robert Barwick confirmed that 
the Suburban Concert Band has agreed to perform.  The fee they are asking is $750.  Ms. Strasser stated that she 
will know by May 2 what bands will be in the parade.  So far she has confirmations from the Milwaukee Scottish 
Band, the UW-Band, Pioneers and the Letter Carrier Band.  She also stated that the Forward Moving Band asked if 
they could be in the parade.  She wanted the committee’s approval because the band has a political agenda and 
she questioned if our parade should promote this type of band.  The committee agreed that we shouldn’t so she will 
decline the request.  Chair Reinke said that the Accompany of Kids from Menomonee Falls is a possible grandstand
act for next year.

The Committee discussed the costs associated with having the fireworks at State Fair.  Chair Reinke stated 
that the parking fees are going to be $6 this year.  Nathan Hale, McCarty and Greenfield Parks were suggested as 
sites to consider.  The committee said that they would look in to it for next year as a possible cost savings.

4. Ala Carte – June 5th

Chair Reinke stated that the tent would be in the same location across from City Hall and the committee will 
sell popcorn, soda, water and Koozies.  Mr. Kassa agreed to provide his tent and the duck game will be played 
again.  Chair Reinke will bring a sign-up sheet to the May meeting.

5. New Business
Earth Day – Ms. Weller stated that Pete Fantle from the City’s IT Department is holding an Earth Day event 

at City Hall on April 24 and he asked if our committee would like to sell food as a fundraiser at the event.  After 
discussion a motion was made by Mr. Maydak and seconded by Mr. Kucharski not to participate because there was 
not enough information on the number of people that would be attending the event and therefore we wouldn’t know 
how much food to purchase.



Christmas Parade Bowling Fundraiser – Chair Reinke passed around the bowling registration form and 
asked the committee if they wanted to put a team together.  Ms. Weller will email the form to the committee so they 
can decide if they want to participate.  Chair Reinke said that at last year’s event our restaurant certificates were 
sold out so she wanted to do this again.  A letter will go out to area restaurants as soon as possible so that we 
receive the certificates in time for the bowling fundraiser on May 14.  Volunteers are needed for the event.

6. Next meeting May 5, 2016

7. Meeting adjourned at 4:45 PM.


