
CITY OF WEST ALLIS 

CELEBRATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

March 5, 2015 

 

MINUTES 

 

Members Present: Alderperson Rosalie Reinke, Mark Ellington, Pat Hladilek, Randy Kassa, John 

Maydak, Jerry Kucharski, Brenda Schmid and Shelly Strasser 

 

Members Excused: Kathleen Dagenhardt, Dianne Eineichner, Mary Cay Freiberg, Rebecca Grill, Jim 

Mejchar, Tim Meyer and Gina Rafenstein 

 

Also Present: Cheri Gravitter, WI State Fair Park and Barb Weller, Purchasing Division 

 

Chair Reinke called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

1. Minutes of previous meeting – motion to approve by Mr. Kucharski, seconded by Mr. Ellington, 

unanimous approval. 

 

2. Veteran's Project –Chair Reinke stated that articles about the project were put in the 

Neighborhood Watch flyers and the City Spring Newsletter.  The deadline for bringing items to City Hall 

is May 15.  The committee will organize the items on Wednesday, May 20th at 1:00 PM.  The packages will 

be delivered to the VA on Sunday, May 24th.  50 bags are needed to put all the items in.  Ms. Strasser will 

contact Ms. Eineichner to come up with a new coloring page and the Recreation Dept. will have the kids 

in the afterschool Safe Program color them.   

 

3. Memorial Day, May 25 – Ms. Schmid stated she is still waiting to hear back from the bands. Ms. 

Strasser will contact the band director and have him call Ms. Schmid.  Alderman Roadt is arranging the 

trolley for the veterans. 

 

4. Ala Carte, June 7, 12 – 6 PM – Chair Reinke asked the committee if they wanted to participate and 

if so what they wanted to do.  Ms. Strasser stated that there is a lot of responsibility running an inflatable 

and thought running a small game would work better for the committee.  Discussion was held about 

selling hot food and everyone thought it would take away from the restaurants who are also selling food.  

Everyone felt it would be easier to sell popcorn and water, soda or lemonade.  Further discussion will be 

held at next month's meeting. 

 

5. 4th of July Parade & Post Parade, July 2, 7 -10 PM – Ms. Strasser reported on the bands booked so 

far.  The Madison Scouts are not able to participate this year.  Some other bands she has contacted are the 

Billy Mitchell Scottish Pipe Band, the Navy Band, 484 Army Band and the Letter Carrier's Band.  

 

6. 4th of July Breakfast – Since City Hall is closed on July 3 there won't be a breakfast this year. Chair 

Reinke asked the committee about selling food prior to the parade as a fundraiser.  Funds would go 

towards paying for the Kids from Wisconsin at the Grandstand show.  Ms. Strasser stated that judging 

takes up almost the entire courtyard but there might be room closer to 75th Street to put up a table.  

Further discussion will be held at next month's meeting. 

 



7. Grandstand Show, July 4, 8 PM – Ms. Gravitter explained the requests the new Executive Director 

of the Kids from Wisconsin asked for.  They don't want to be paid for their performance but do need a 

stage because it is hard for them to dance on the asphalt track.  The Fair Park would provide a stage 

w/risers for $495.  They also need additional lighting and we could rent this from Central High School for 

around $200.  Ms. Strasser will try to get this amount reduced.  The final request was that they be served 

something to eat because they are coming directly from a performance in Madison.  The Fair Park has 

rules that require their caterer's be used and this would be very inconvenient for the Committee.  The 

director agreed to accept $5 per performer (37) and they would pick up the food.  Mr. Kucharski made a 

motion to approve the expenses for the Kids from Wisconsin performance, Mr. Kassa seconded the 

motion and all approved. 

 

8. Fundraising – To be discussed at next month's meeting.  Does the committee want to do any type 

of fundraiser this year?  If so, where would we hold it and what would it be? 

 

9. Next meeting date – April 2, 2015 

 

10. Meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM 


